


● 4.1 million out-of-school adolescents at the lower 
secondary level in Southeast Asia (UNESCO Bangkok, 
2018) 

● greater demand for more complex and sophisticated 
skills due to globalization, regional integration, and 
developments in ICT

● constantly changing labor markets which requires a 
work force that is resourceful, tech-savvy, and 
adaptable (UNESCO, 2015; Ear, Sim, & Khiev, 2017) 

● COVID-19 pandemic disruptions in education, affecting 
household incomes which further widened education 
achievement inequities, e.g., children from households 
in the poorest quintiles most likely not completing their 
primary and lower secondary education



● Alternative Learning Modalities 
(ALM) re viable solutions in ensuring 
that quality secondary education is 
made accessible to out-of-school 
youth and adults equitable

● ALMs are programs or methods of 
delivering basic education to 
learners who cannot readily access 
or benefit from traditional school-
based formal education, including 
those who are at risk of dropping out 
of school and young adults who 
have not completed basic education 



● ALMs are designed to be an 
inclusive intervention with a 
relatively high degree of flexibility 
in terms of schedule, place of 
study, and content, allowing 
learners to acquire and complete 
their basic education 

● ALMs (in the Toolkit) include 
alternative learning programs, 
open learning, non-formal 
education, equivalency programs, 
flexible learning 
strategies/options, or community-
based education, among others



TOOLKIT ON ALTERNATIVE LEARNING MODALITIES 
FOR SECONDARY EDUCATION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

What?
A resource material designed to help 
and support educators, 
administrators, program managers, 
supervisors, and policy makers in 
designing, managing, and 
implementing viable ALM programs 
for secondary learners



● in-depth look at the key components of 
secondary level ALM programs and various 
support systems in selected SEAMEO 
member countries

● information on different Secondary Level 
ALM Programs

● sample secondary level ALM tools and 
resources

● case examples illustrating best practices on 
ALM implementation

What’s Inside?

● innovations on ALMs for secondary 
education and recommendations

● set of questions designed to spark curiosity 
and provoke significant insights on ALMs 
for secondary education

● list of existing policies and secondary level 
ALM programs and implementing 
offices/organizations

● links to relevant ALM resources and 
websites
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Composed of six modules with the following five major topics:

What’s it like?

Module 1.
Introduction to 
Alternative 
Learning 
Modalities 

Module 2.
Secondary Level 
Alternative 
Learning 
Modalities in 
Southeast Asia 

Module 3. Key 
Components of 
Secondary Level 
Alternative 
Learning 
Modalities

Module 3.1. Key 
Components of 
Secondary Level 
Alternative 
Learning 
Modalities –
Annex E

Module 4. Support 
Systems for 
Secondary Level 
Alternative 
Learning 
Modalities

Module 5. Quality 
Assurance 
Systems, 
Alternative 
Learning Modality 
Sustainability and 
Scale Up

TOOLKIT ON ALTERNATIVE LEARNING MODALITIES 
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Toolkit is modular – readers can simply proceed to a particular 
module or section they wish to read and utilize its resources

How to Use?
TOOLKIT ON ALTERNATIVE LEARNING MODALITIES 
FOR SECONDARY EDUCATION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

Module 1.
Introduction to 
Alternative 
Learning 
Modalities 

Module 2.
Secondary Level 
Alternative 
Learning 
Modalities in 
Southeast Asia 

Module 3. Key 
Components of 
Secondary Level 
Alternative 
Learning 
Modalities

Module 3.1. Key 
Components of 
Secondary Level 
Alternative 
Learning 
Modalities –
Annex E

Module 4. Support 
Systems for 
Secondary Level 
Alternative 
Learning 
Modalities

Module 5. Quality 
Assurance 
Systems, 
Alternative 
Learning Modality 
Sustainability and 
Scale Up



Case examples – demonstrate 
how these ALM concepts are 
applied in secondary schools 
and community learning centers 
from various Southeast Asian 
countries

How to Use?
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ALM tools and templates – serve as samples 
that can be adopted and/or adapted to local 
contexts of other ALM programs

● prototype for secondary level ALM 
programs being implemented by 
selected Southeast Asian Countries as 
they explore opportunities for ALM 
program improvement; and

● adopt or adapt appropriate tools in 
ALM programs for other levels of 
education or in similar programs.

How to Use?
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Reflection – set of questions at 
the end of each section to guide 
readers to reflect on and assess 
their understanding of key ALM 
concepts and explore new ideas 
related to the topic

How to Use?
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Tips and suggestions –
ideas for ALM 
practitioners on how ALM 
programs or its 
components can be 
enhanced or be more 
relevant, inclusive, etc.

How to Use?
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Lists of policies, ALM organization and 
focal persons – find out more 
information about ALMs in general;

● explore the “landscape” of 
alternative secondary education in 
the region; and 

● connect with other ALM planners, 
policy makers, and implementers 
for further exchange of 
information and knowledge on 
ALMs through collaboration and 
networking.

How to Use?
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Be guided by the following icons:How to Use?

TOOLKIT ON ALTERNATIVE LEARNING MODALITIES 
FOR SECONDARY EDUCATION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

A one liner question to spark 
the ALM Toolkit reader’s 
interest on the topic.

A set of questions to 
provoke reader’s thoughts 
and insights.

A case example or a set of short case 
stories of secondary level ALM programs 
implemented in selected SEAMEO 
member countries.

A brief background on the secondary level ALM 
program, sample tools and templates, their purpose, 
target users, quick guide on how to use the tools and 
templates, and other things that the intended users 
may want to consider before using them.

Sample tools/templates from 
secondary level ALM programs in 
selected SEAMEO member countries.

Tips and suggestions on how some secondary 
level ALM programs/components can be 
enhanced.



MODULE 1

Introduction to Alternative 
Learning Modalities

● overview of Alternative Learning 
Modalities, including a brief background 
on the challenges faced by learners 
enrolled in secondary education 
programs

● includes the factors that can push or pull-
out learners from completing their 
secondary education



MODULE 2

Secondary Level Alternative 
Learning Modalities in 
Southeast Asia
● brief description of the secondary level 

ALM programs in selected SEAMEO 
member countries and also contains a 
discussion on their target ALM learners



MODULE 3

Key Components of 
Secondary Level Alternative 
Learning Modalities
● describes the different components of secondary 

level ALM programs such as policy environment, 
curriculum, learning delivery, learning materials, 
learning assessment and certification, and post-
program pathways and other opportunities

● includes snippets of information on how selected 
SEAMEO member countries are implementing these 
secondary level ALM programs



MODULE 3.1

Key Components of Secondary 
Level Alternative Learning 
Modalities – Annex E

● contains various sample tools relevant to the 
topics discussed in Module 3

● samples include profile forms, checklists, 
schedules, learning plans, assessment tools, and 
templates of records, certificates, reports and 
other tools used in implementing ALM programs



MODULE 4

Support Systems for 
Secondary Level Alternative 
Learning Modalities

● explains the different support systems such as 
program management, data management, 
financial management, capacity-building, 
advocacy and partnerships that enable the proper 
implementation of secondary level ALM programs 
with sample tools, templates, and case examples



MODULE 5

Quality Assurance Systems, 
Alternative Learning Modality 
Sustainability and Scale Up

● outlines the strategies used by implementers in the 
secondary level ALM programs to ensure the quality of 
teachers and the ALM program as a whole

● includes sample tools and caselets to contextualize how 
selected Southeast Asian countries are implementing 
these strategies

● presents the strategies to sustain secondary level ALM 
programs and considerations for scale-up.



Contact Information
Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization

Regional Center for Educational Innovation and Technology
Commonwealth Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City 1101, Philippines

Tel. (+632) 8 924 7681 to 84 • Fax (+632) 8 921 0224
info@seameo-innotech.org

seameoinnotech

mailto:info@seameo-innotech.org
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